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E.O. 11652: N.A. 

TAGS: EAID, BG, JA, PK 

SUBJ: PAKISTAN/BANGLADESH DEBT; AID TO BANGLADESH 

IN DISCUSSION SEPT 7 WITH WATANABE, DEPUTY HEAD, FIRST 
ECONOMIC COOPERATION BUREAU, FONOFE, EMBOFE ASKED ABOUT 
GBD ASSUMPTION OF SHARE OE PAKISTAN'S DEBT TO GOJ. 
WATANABE SAID THAT WORKING LEVEL DISCUSSIONS ON QUESTION 
WERE CONTINUING BETWEEN TWO GOVERNMENTS. CONCEIVABLY 
THEY MIGHT BE CONCLUDED PRIOR TO PROPOSED VISIT 
TO JAPAN OF PM RAMAN SOMETIME THIS FALL. WATANABE CON- 
TINUED THAT GOJ NOW QTE LEGALLY IN A POSITION UNQTE TO 
EXTEND NEW LOANS TO GBD, BUT HESITANT TO DO SO WITHOUT 
KNOWING POLICIES AND ACTIONS OF OTHER COUNTRIES. GOJ 
WOULD BE INTERESTED TO KNOW PRESENT USG THINKING ON DEBT 
PROBLEM AND AID. ACTION REQUESTED: EMBASSY WOULD 
APPRECIATE ADVICE RE USG POSITION ON PAKISTAN/BANGLADESH 
DEBT ISSUE AND INFO ON USG PLANS FOR AID TO BANGLADESH. 
INGERSOLL 
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